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Turkash fusion bass1st opens LPAC’s Jazz Jam Series

BY AAROM DAVIS

The Jazz Jam Series
af LaGuardia Community
College has been For many
YEArs an important calens
dar event for Jazz lovers in
Hueens, In addition to the
appreciation of jazr, it has
by an impartant chanes
for established musicianz
o cannect with aspiving
Jmez artists. Starting Feb,
6ot 8 pom, the LaGuardia
Performing Aris Center
will kick off the latest seq
=on of the jaze serbes with
headliners The Alper Yil-
maz Project.

Refiore the show, ama:
teur musicians areeneonre:
aged o slgn wp and per
form, and the last thivd of
the show is a jam session
with Alper. It is a chanos
for aspiring musicians to
share the stage with their
professional heroes,

Headliners The Alper
Yilmaz Project will be
maatly plavitg tines from
their as-of-yet-untitled

album, which will be e
corded this month and
released mid-April.  The
band is composed of Yil-
miaz on bass, accompanied
by some familiar faces in
the alternative jazz seene,
including  saxophonisis
Michael MeGlnnis, Mick
Eadajski and David Bin
ey, pignist Jon Davis and
Turkish driummer Volkan
Oktem

Yilmaz, who emerged
onbe  the Turkish  jazz
seene im the 19908 when
he replaced a sick up-
right bass player in Tuna
Otenels group, said of
jarz in his homeland, “T
i# quite difficult for me
o speak of & unique jazz
sound coming out of Tur
key. There is a generation
of musicians who geew up
listening to and paying
mainstream jazz revalved
arsund swing and bebop
siyles, The vounger gen-
ecation is moee into Dink
fusbon stvles. Apart from
that thers are musicians
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ALPER YILMAZ

who have efforis on fs-
ing Turkizh miigics mi-
crodones and modes with
jazz.”

In the group wiih
Tuna Crtenel and Polish pi-
anist Jamsz Saprof, Alper
played the fretless hass
and was on some of Tuna's
recordings for the 1995 pe
cord “Sometimes” It was
al this point he formed a
hamd with Yalyea Dai and

Vidkan Oktem and played
jazz  standards. During
this time he also hosted o
radio show named =Jam
Session” on Radio METU
in Ankara, Turkey.
Yilmaz iz described
by JJonathan Herrera of
Bass Player magazine as a
"smart composer, writing
many a clever oddtime
vamp, often  anchoring
eontrapimnal =mall horn

ensemble  arcangements
latched onto chunky har-
monies  and  serpentine
medodies.  His  playing,
too, is sophisticated, with
einigh Eastern influence
to make it unlguely sxotic
in a modern jazz setting.”

After a Phol) in eco-
momiles  from  UC-Davis
aml stints plaving with
Mike Mehullen and Johm
Tehbcai, Yilmaz moved 1o
MNew York and worked as
a freclanes jaze musician
and formed The Alper ¥il-
maz Project, The group's
first album, =Clashes”
wis releasad in 2007,

"My siwle is closer
to the rock-influenced fu-
sion jazz of the "70s," =aid
Yilmae, ™ Arvound the thme
my albam eame out, some
critics even considered the
album as a great tribute to
he Latie Joe Zawinul of the
Weather Beport (he had
paszsel away around the
same time the album was
released), even though |
did not listen e Wead lier

Report's music maeh!™

Part open-mic, part
speak-easy, “The Jazz Jam
Series” ia the unbque event
that allows up-and-coming
Incal performers o shane
stage time with profes
glonal musicians, All ial
ant bevels are welcome:
come in early to sign up
for an opporiunity to join
the featired performer of
the night and the Jaze Jam
noose band.

IF YOU GO

Jazz Jam Series with
The Alper Yilmaz Project

Whea: Febh. & B pom.
Where: LPAC's Litths
Theatrs, 471h Avenue and
Wan Dam Sreet, Long
Island City

Cost: 513; 500 fer shue
danfs.

For More: Box allice, T1B-
482-515 or ga 1o

Wi lagueardiaperform-
ingarts com



